To the general reader the subject will appear dry and uninviting, and the tables bewildering; while to the medical reader ,it will be found deficient in many of those medical and scientific elements which might naturally be expected to present themselves, when it is kept in mind that the subject treated of is in reality a disease or morbid state. Nevertheless, the Report contains much and valuable information on the subject of the provision made for the treatment and management of the insane in Scotland, and an interesting summary of the most important changes which have taken place amongst this portion of the community during the year 1874.
In plan and general outline, the present Report resembles those already given to the public. The number and distribution of the insane, their proportion to the population, and the relations of the population and pauperism in general to the existing amount of pauper lunacy, are first considered; the changes which have taken place in the population of the asylums, of the lunatic wards of poorhouses, and of private dwellings collectively, are next referred to: then follow a statistical account of the progressive history of patients placed in these establishments; a short notice of the escapes which have been made from them; a similar notice of the changes among the attendants; a full and detailed record of the accidents which have occurred in the different public institutions; a short summary of the results of treatment in each asylum, and of the condition of each asylum individually; and an account of the changes which have taken place among, and the condition of, 
